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good laboratory infrastructure, qual-
ified teachers and so on. “We are pro-
ducing professionals who use their
scientific training as part of their job,
so that level of infrastructure and
: ired,” he says. “With
onomic value being
ition and the crea-
\l property, we need
1ough to put their
1nical knowledge to
attiuay, proaucuve use in society”

However, finding good faculty is
a challenge, according to Banerjee.
He says that when students are now
asked if they would like to become
educators, very few show interest.
He says that IITs are fortunate in
being able to find good faculty, but at
many institutions that is a problem.
“Becoming a teacher should be a
good career choice for young people,
but currently that is not always the
case,” he says. “Efforts must be made
to change that”

Moreover, because technology is
developing rapidly, it is a challenge
to keep up with the pace of devel-
opment, says Prof John Varghese,
principal, St. Stepher.’s College. “By
the time you invest in equipment, the
technology becomes redundant,” he
says. Therefore, a constant update is
required.” To fix this, St. Stephen’s,
apart from investing in updating
infrastructure, fosters an attitude
where young people and faculty are
encouraged to link what they are
studying with other areas and newer
developments that are happening all
over the world, says Varghese.

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

It was in 2020 that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the I-STEM
portal as an important national
programme to build a unique ‘one
nation, one research’ web portal

for the scientific community. Once
researchers locate the desired facility
through I-STEM, they can make

an online reservation, pPaying for it
through a secure payment gateway.
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