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WHY INDIA LAGS
BEHIND IN RESEARCH

India is home to premier institutes
like 1ITs, yet when it comes (0 re-
search, it lags behind. A recent report
by British higher education analyst
Quacquarelli Symonds with data
from the research analytics pladform
Scival, mentions that though India’s
research output is more than double
the global average (between 2017
and 2022, India’s research output
grew by around 54 per cent, taking

it to the fourth position globally in
producing academic papers), it lags
behind in citations as it stood ninth
globally.

Shaji of IISER says that research
must not only be limited to theoreti-
cal studies but must find applications
in industry as well. He suggests an
industrial partnership wherein in-
dustry leaders can guide researchers
on real world applications. “Our new
i2 science programme (integrated
and interdisciplinary sciences) fo-
cuses on applied aspects of science,
whether it is medicinal chemisay or
bio-physics so that students can not
only indulge in research but also take
up the skill, jobs or even start new
ventures in these kinds of areas,” he
says.

When it comes to newer technol-
ogies and rapidly advancing Al and
robotic systems, India is behind in
terms of citations. Last year, for-
mer Niti Aayog chairmman Amitabh
Kant. too, noted that the country
lags behind in aruficial intelligence
research and needs to elevate its
supercomputing capabilities. He had
noted that India falls behind in core
and applied research and must take
efforts to catch up with the US and
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